


Thank you
for your generosiTy!

You have helped 
save the lives of 

26 children.

The children, parents and 
their families are extremely 

grateful for the free
“gift of life” 
Heart surgeries.







This Gift of Life heart surgeries 
is a project of Sai Prema 
Foundation Fiji (an NGO and 
Charitable Foundation formed 
to serve the underprivilged and 
needy people of Fiji through 
Medicare, Educare & Sociocare 
initiatives).

The Sai Prema Foundation 
Fiji undertook this initiative 
in association with the Fiji 
Ministry of Health and Medical 
Services in collaboration 
with an international team 
of surgeons, doctors and 
medical professionals from 
India, Australia, USA & Oman 
representing the Sri Sathya Sai 
Sanjeevani Hospitals in India.



children underwent 
open heart surgeries, 
catheterization lab 

procedures and other 
interventions, saving 

their families in excess of 
fJD$2.5million.

Without intervention and 
treatment, these children may 

not have survived.

26







77 children 
were screened 

completely free of 
cost for congenital 
heart disease at 

CWM hospital suva.



Fiji was blessed to have an International 
team of Surgeons, Doctors and Medical 
Professionals from India, Australia, USA 

& Oman representing the Sri Sathya Sai 
Sanjeevani Hospital India to give a new 

“Gift of Life” to the children and 
their families. 

The local team of Doctors who were the 
pillar of strength and support for the 
international team include Dr. krupali 

Tappoo (General Practioner and Director 
of Sri Sathya Sai Sanjeevani Medical 

Centre, Suva), Dr. ilisapeci Vereti (Head 
of Department of Pediatrics, CWM Hospital, 
Suva) & Dr. Maryanne kora’ai (Pediatric 

Registrar, CWM Hospital, Suva).

The True 
saViours



Dr. ashish katewa
inDia
Chief Pediatric Cardiothoracic Surgeon and 
Director of Sri Sathya Sai Sanjeevani Hospital, 
Raipur

Dr. shaun setty
usa
Internationally renowned award-winning 
Pediatric and Adult Cardiothoracic Surgeon 
and Medical Director of both Long Beach 
Medical Centre and Miller Children’s & 
Women’s Hospital Long Beach, California, USA

Dr. Benjamin anderson 
ausTraLia
Pediatric Cardiologist and Interventionist at 
the Lady Cilento Hospital, Brisbane, Australia

Dr. ranganathan 
ananthasubramaniam
oMan
Anesthetist, Intensivist, Senior Specialist and 
Assistant Head of Department of Cardiac 
Anaesthesia at the Royal Hospital in Muscat, 
Oman

Dr. Balswaroop sahu
inDia
Anaesthetist/Intensivist at the Sri Sathya Sai 
Sanjeevani Hospital, Raipur, India

Dr. Lenore Van Der Merwe
ausTraLia
Cardiac Anesthetist at the Prince Charles 
Hospital, Queensland, Australia

Ms. kym stuart
ausTraLia
Cardiac Theatre Nurse and Surgical Assistant 
at the Lady Cilento Hospital in Queensland, 
Australia and recipient of Order of Australia 
Medal

Ms. Pooja gupta
inDia
Perfusionist at the Sri Sathya Sai Sanjeevani 
Hospital, Raipur, India

Mr. ajo raju
inDia
Surgical Assistant at the Sri Sathya Sai 
Sanjeevani Hospital, Raipur, India

Mr. satyendra Verma
inDia
Surgical Assistant at the Sri Sathya Sai 
Sanjeevani Hospital, Raipur, India

Mr. rizwan husain
inDia 
ICU Physician Assistant at the Sri Sathya Sai 
Sanjeevani Hospital, Raipur, India

Mr. rajveer Choudhury
inDia 
ICU Physician Assistant, Delhi, India

Ms. soniya scott
ausTraLia
Cath Lab Nurse, Brisbane, Australia

Ms. rajani Dansena
inDia
ICU Physician Assistantat the Sri Sathya Sai 
Sanjeevani Hospital, Raipur, India

Mr. Jason Chmel
usa 
Pediatric Perfusionist at the Rady’s Children’s 
Hospital, San Diego, United States

Ms. Deborah Pegg
ausTraLia 
Clinical nurse educator, pediatric Intensive 
Care, Lady Cilento Children’s Hospital, 
Brisbane, Australia





Age: 5 days old
Gender: Female
Procedure received: Balloon Septostomy

Age: 2 months old
Gender: Male
Procedure received: Patent Ductus Arteriousus 
(PDA) Ligation

Age: 5 months old
Gender: Male
Procedure received: Ventricular Septal Defect 
(VSD) Repair

Age: 10 months old
Gender: Male
Procedure received: Tetralogy of Fallot (TOF) 
Repair

Age: 11 months old
Gender: Male
Procedure received: Tetralogy of Fallot (TOF) 
Repair

Age: 11 months old
Gender: Female
Procedure received: Patent Ductus Arteriousus 
(PDA) Ligation

Age: 1 year old
Gender: Female
Procedure received:  Patent Ductus Arteriousus 
(PDA) Ligation

Age: 13 months old
Gender: Male
Procedure received:  Atrial Septal Defext (ASD) 
Repair

Age: 14 months old
Gender: Female
Procedure received:  Coarctation of the Aorta 
(COA) Repair

Age: 14 months old
Gender: Female
Procedure received:  Patent Ductus Arteriousus 
(PDA) Ligation

Age: 2 years old
Gender: Female
Procedure received:  Patent Ductus Arteriousus 
(PDA) Ligation

Age: 2 years old
Gender: Female
Procedure received: Ventricular Septal Defect 
(VSD) Repair

1. 14.

2. 15.

3. 16.

4. 17.

5. 18.

6. 19.

7. 20.

8. 21.

9. 22.

10. 23.

11. 24.

12. 25.

13. 26.

recipients of the gift of Life
free heart surgeries

Age: 2 years old
Gender : Female
Procedure received:  Patent Ductus Arteriousus 
Ligation

Age: 3 years old
Gender: Male
Procedure received:  Attempted PDA Ligation 
(Cath Lab)

Age: 3 years 3 months old
Gender: Male
Procedure received:  Attempted PDA Ligation (Cath 
Lab) & Ventricular Septal Defect (VSD) Repair 

Age: 6 years old
Gender: Female
Procedure received:  Total Anomalous Pulmonary 
Venous Return (TAPVR) Repair

Age: 6 years old
Gender: Male
Procedure received:  Atrial Septal Defext (ASD) 
Repair

Age: 6 years old
Gender: Male
Procedure received:  Atrial Septal Defext (ASD) 
Closure

Age: 6 years 2 months old
Gender: Male
Procedure received:  Pulmonary Stenosis 
Dilation (Cath Lab)

Age: 8 years old
Gender: Female
Procedure received:   Attempted Patent Ductus 
Arteriousus Ligation (Cath Lab)

Age: 9 years old
Gender: Female
Procedure received:  Attempted Patent Ductus 
Arteriousus Ligation (Cath Lab)

Age: 9 years 2 months old
Gender: Male
Procedure received:  Ventricular Septal Defect 
(VSD) Repair

Age: 11 years old
Gender: Female
Procedure received:  Tetralogy of Fallot (TOF) 
Repair

Age: 11 years old
Gender: Female
Procedure received:  Atrial Septal Defext (ASD) 
Repair 

Age: 11 years old
Gender: Female
Procedure received:  Atrial Septal Defext (ASD) 
Repair 

Age: 12 years old
Gender: Male
Procedure received:  Ebsteins Anomaly & Atrial 
Septal Defext (ASD) Repair 



Sai Prema Foundation Fiji under its Gift of Life Program in collaboration with the Ministry of 
Health and Medical Services and the Sri Sathya Sai Sanjeevani Hospitals in India facilitated 
free Pediatric Congenital heart Disease Surgeries for the children of Fiji from the 12th to the 
20th of April 2018.
 
This was the second time that Sai Prema Foundation has facilitated free heart surgeries for 
the children of Fiji with the previous visit being in August 2016 where 23 successful surgeries 
were conducted.
 
This year a 16 member international team conducted the children’s heart screening and 
surgeries led by Dr. Ashish Katewa, a Pediatric Cardiothoracic surgeon from Sanjeevani 
Hospital in Raipur India. Seven other team members came from India. This included 
Dr. Balaswaroopa Sahu who is an anesthetist and intensivist, Ms. Pooja Gupta who is a 
perfusionist, Mr. Ajo Raju a surgical assistant, Mr. Satyandra Kumar Verma who is a surgical 
assistant, Mr. Rizwan Husain who is an ICU assistant, Ms. Rajani Dansena who is an ICU 
assistant and Mr. Rajveer Choudhary who is a physician assistant. Five team members were 
from Brisbane Australia. This included Dr. Ben Anderson who is a pediatric interventional 
cardiologist, Dr. Lenora Van Der Merwe who is an anesthetist, Ms. Kym Stuart who is a 
Surgical Assistant, Ms. Deborah Pegg who is an ICU nurse and Ms. Sonya Scott who is a 
catheter lab nurse. Two team members were from California United states. This included 
Dr. Shaun Setty who is an adult and pediatric cardiothoracic surgeon and Mr. Jason Chmel 
who is a perfusionist. One doctor came from Muscat Oman- Dr. Ranganathan who is an 
anesthetist and intensivist.
 
A total of 77 children were screened by the Pediatric Cardiologist Dr. Ben Anderson on the 
12th and 13th of April. A total of 21 open-heart surgeries were conducted in the operating 
theater by the surgeons Dr. Ashish Katewa and Dr. Shaun Setty from Friday 13th April to 
Friday 20th April.
 
For the first time in Fiji and in the South Pacific, cardiac catheter interventional procedures 
were done in the Catheter lab at the CWM hospital by Dr. Ben Anderson. A total of 4 procedures 
were done in the catheter lab and 1 further procedure- an atrial septostomy was performed 
on a baby in the Neonatal intensive care unit. Hence, a total of 26 successful procedures 
were performed by the team.
 
The Sai Prema Foundation bore the cost of the airfares for the team, their accommodation 
and meals. The Ministry of Health and Medical Services bore the cost of medications and 
consumables. In addition, all the surgeries and procedures were conducted at the Colonial 
War Memorial Hospital together with the assistance of the local doctors, nurses and support 
personnel.
 
The Minister for Health Honorable Rosy Akbar and her team provided their full support and 
at the conclusion of the surgeries hosted a gratitude dinner for the team.

Project summary
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HEARTFELT GRATITUDE
Sai Prema Foundation Fiji

wishes to offer its heartfelt gratitude to:

• surgeons, doctors and medical personnel from
  India, Australia, USA & Oman representing 

  the Sri Sathya Sai Sanjeevani Hospital Raipur 

• Fiji Ministry of Health & Medical Services

• CWM Hospital and its personnel

• Individuals and organisations

for graciously supporting our foundation’s Gift of Life
Free Heart Surgeries project for the children of Fiji.

26
LIVES WERE SAVED

FREE HEART SURGERIES



Sai Prema Foundation is committed to continue to save the lives of the 
children of Fiji through these “gift of Life” Heart surgeries.

If you wish to donate, please send an email to saipremafiji@gmail.com 
with the following details:

I confirm that I would like to donate $1 a day (total of $365)
to save the lives of underprivilged and needy children of Fiji and provide

them with FREE life saving heart surgeries.

Name: 
Email: 
Phone:
or Direct deposit to our account:
sai Prema foundation fiji
Gift of Life
Bank: ANZ Fiji
account no. 12940203
address: 25 Victoria Parade, Suva, Fiji

swift Code: ANZ BFJFX
BsB: 010890


